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CalECSE is a technical assistance project funded under the CDE that  supports Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), 
Special Education Local Plan Areas (SELPAs), County Offices of Educations (COEs), and other Agency Partners in the 
areas of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)  Part C to B Transitions, Preschool Assessment Practices, and 
Preschool Child Find by providing technical assistance, professional learning, and demonstration of tangible practices 
that have been proven successful. 

CalECSE leverages collaboration amongst agencies, disseminates resources, highlights existing exemplar 
practices, and provides direct technical assistance to improve the capacity, knowledge, collaboration, and 
implementation of evidence-based practices across agencies throughout California. 

The CalECSE Network is committed to improving outcomes for children and their families by eliminating and 
addressing barriers to successful transition for California’s youngest children with disabilities. 

About the 
California Early Childhood Special Education 

(CalECSE) Network 
Funded by the CDE 
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Interested in joining a local
 Community of Practice (CoP) for 

practitioners who support children ages 
zero to five ? 

Find our full schedule of 
regional CoPs at: 
https://www.calecse.org/ne 
ws-resources/communities-
of-practice 

https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
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Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
Operational Definition 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is an educational framework 
based on research in the learning sciences that guides the 
development of flexible methods, materials and environments that 
embrace variability, minimize barriers, and develop learner 
agency for all. 



Learner Agency 



Habits/Practices of Learning Agency 



Video: Early Childhood Education (ECE) Classroom 

What evidence do you observe of the teacher supporting the development of learner agency? 

What evidence do you observe of learners engaging in learner agency? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7D5THfSPeF0


Evidence of Expert Learning Sort 

Individually or Collaboratively: 

1. Review evidence of expert learning 
observed in video 

2. Sort  evidence on charts 
● Purposeful and Motivated 
● Resourceful and Knowledgeable 
● Strategic and Goal-Directed 



Reflection: Learner Agency Sort 

What patterns or trends are emerging from the sort? 

What did you observe that might build on what you already 
do to support expert learning in your context? 

What did you observe that you would like to try out to support 
expert learning in your context? 



How do we design to develop 
learner agency practices? 



Video: UDL & ECE Reflection 

Consider how the learning environment and student experiences were designed to support expert learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7D5THfSPeF0


Design: Resourceful and Knowledgeable 
Learners 

Zones of Regulation 

Visual Schedules 

Picture Exchange 
Communication 
System (PECS) 

Center sign-in 

Visual expectations 

Feelings chart 



Engagement 



Visual and communication supports 



Visual and communication supports 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jqzOEUj1tVML9UYMTtVeVmCqZxc5ucfF/preview


Design: Resourceful and Knowledgeable 
Learners 

Visual Anchor 
Charts 
Manipulatives 
Thematic centers 



Resourceful and Knowledgeable 
Learners 



Resourceful and Knowledgeable 
Learners



Design: Strategic and Goal-Directed 
Learners 

Plan, Do, Review (PDR) 
Reflection Conversation 



Action and Expression 



Action and Expression 



Reflection: Developing Young Expert 
Learners 

How might you build on 
what you already do to 
support  the development of 
learner agency? 

What would you like to try 
out to support the 
development of learner 
agency? 



Find our full line-up of no-cost trainings at: 
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/calecse-training-calendar

@CalECSE 

@Cal_ECSE 

@CalECSE 

@CalECSE 

@Cal_ECSE 

Follow Us On Social Media 

https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/calecse-training-calendar
http://facebook.com/CalECSE
https://www.instagram.com/cal_ecse/
https://www.youtube.com/@CalECSE
http://www.linkedin.com/company/calecse
http://www.twitter.com/Cal_ECSE


Share Your Feedback for a Chance to Win 
CalECSE 2026 Symposium Registration 

Please help us improve our practice and 
complete the zoom survey following this 
session. 

After doing so, you will be entered into a 
raffle to win a free registration to 
CalECSE’s 4th Annual Symposium to be 
held in Northern California October 20–21, 
2026. Valued at over $500. 



Interested in joining a local
 Community of Practice (CoP) for 

practitioners who support children ages 
zero to five ? 

Find our full schedule of 
regional CoPs at: 
https://www.calecse.org/ne 
ws-resources/communities-
of-practice 

https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
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